INITIATED IN 1994

A PORTAL INTO THE PAST

Completed in November 2004,
the Miners Memonal; Mine Paor-
tal sits near the park's History
Wetlands across from the Great
Map Project. The B6-by-12-foot
structure is embedded in the

phere as those miners were honored.

hillside occupying the once bus- g2

ting mine no. & entrance.  With §
the faces taken from a 1938 film 1
shot by Vintondake resident Julius *

Meorey, the etched men appear on

life-size slabs of black stone and id
saam 1o be in the middle of a
In the image the &

shifi-change
hunched-over men exiing the
portal show a face weary of the
days end, while those entering

PERSONAL STORY: AN

Since its opening in 15306, Mine #6
has seen a lot of changes over the
years and so has Merle Hunter
With only the completion of an
eighth grade educaftion, Mearle
started working at the age of 14,
holding various jobs as & canpen-
ter, truck driver, and a woodsman,
Following in his fathers steps,
when Merle tumed 18 he started
his job in the mines.  "The mine
changed hands a ot of times,”
axplains Hunter. The technology
changed, ton. During his vears as
a miner Merla want from using only
picks, shovels, and carts to using
joy loaders that loaded the coal
onto a belt

When the mines in Wherum closed
in 1929, he started walking to work
in Vintondale's mines. In 18937, he
movad to his company house in
Vintondale. "I worked mostly out-
side the mines on the fipple,” he
explains, "but sometimes | was
inside and they gave you rubber
knee pads and boots, Sometimes
I didn't work everyday and some-
times | worked 7, 10, or more
hours a day.
order was filled. It was dam hard
work with little pay and you weara

You worked fill the B :
Abowe: Merle with his wife, Winnie, (left)
and daughter, Bonnie, (right).

paid by tonnage. Your check num-
ber was on your cart so they knew
who loaded the coal” While
Merle agrees that the park can
preserve some of the history of the
site what it cannot do is tell the day
to day stories like those that Merle
can share. Merle recalis the risks
and hard work of being a miner.
He had a superintendent, Otio
Hoffman, who was killed on site in
1930 on the tipple. "He dropped
his pipe and when we reached
down to get it a bar hit him."

Merle's wife, of 69 years, Winnie
recalls the mining days as well.

the portal stand tall and proud, ready for the days labors, Mearly 100 people wene
on site for the unveiling and there was no doubt a sense of pride in the atmos-
The artwork serves as a trbute and re-
minder of those whose bodies, hearts, and souls who so diligently warked this
once prolific hillside.

Yiew of the mine
portal artwork on

site,

INTERVIEW WITH MERLE HUNTER BY DANA ZUFALL

“There was no showers on site. So he'd
ride home in the back of 8 pick-up truck
and he’d be covered in din,”

| showed Mere plctures of Vintondale's
AMDEART Park and the new mine por-
tal, because of his health Mere has not
been able to visit the park yet. *This is a
qood jdea,” he says. | ask him if he can
recognize any faces etched on the stone,
“l could recognize names he says, but
not the faces.” Bonnie, Merle's daugh-
ter, and | explain to him the layout of the
park to give him an idea of how it has
changed since the mine closed. Mere
tells me how the town has changed from
what it used to be. "Everyens had o use
the company store. The company issued

55, $10, $15 coupons for the store to |

deduct from when you bought stuff. |If
you owed more than the coupons then
vou owed them (the company) money,
The mine had its own powerhouse so
you didn't pay an electric bill and your

rent cama out of your pay. Sometimes it |

was years before you had money (left
from your pay check) to spend” The
best way for us to honor the past is to tell
the story. When | walk the site and | visit
the portal, | remember the interview with

Merle Hunter and | appreciate the work |

that was done there.
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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

*  Completed projeces:
ming portal
*  New sraff

®  Celebrare the Park’s
completion fuly Sth &
Yth

*  Pager 384 Vintondale

Community News

*  Upand Coming Pro-
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Vintondale’s AMD&ART Park Celebration July 8th and 9th







