Park., _
Late this summer, amongst blag-

ing whistles and a cheering crowd,
AMD&ART broke ground on the
cid Mine Drainage Treatment Sys-
tern and Community Park in Vinton-
Hale, Pa. As winter put a freeze on
ronstruction, the first snow fell on all
Lix completed treatment ponds.

With the first steps of renewal oc-
curring m Vintondale through the con-
struction of the AMD Treatment Sys-
e and  Community  Park,
AMDEART itself 1s heading into a
new chapter of recognition and rede-
velopment.

I was honored to be awarded a
Bridge Residency by the Headlands
[Center for the Arts and the Institute
for Noetic Sciences.

This opportunity, and the mini-
residency awarded to Project Co-Co-

Beridentr and wigiorr pather fn celebrate the  Histori grouRdbraaking far
the Vintondaly Add Mive Dragnage Treatment Syatens and Camntunity Steelman,
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Planning fot the
park spanned five
years, and over 150
B people and various

B media rc:pr(:scnta:ix-”cs
' so=sattended the
. groundbreaking event
on August 14",

Speakers in-
claded Pa. Rep. Sara

Brad
Clemenson on behalf
of US. Rep. John Murtha,

AMD&ART founder T Allan Comp,
AMDEART Board President |eanne
Csleason and Vintondale Mayor Diane
Bonng,

In her address to the crowd,
Gleason said that she was excited 1o

Founder Finds Inspiration with California Residency

ordinators Jessica Johnson and Ellen
Micoli, allowed the time necessary to
develop new directions for
AMDEART.

The Vintondale and Dark Shade
Creek sites serve as mult-disciplinary
examples for projects throughout
Appalachia. The Bridge Residency al-
lowed national recognition of a
project that, throughout the coming
years, will continue to grow and em-
brace other sites socially and eco-

nomically devastated by AMD.

truction F lowing Along

begin work on a project that so many
people have anticipated for so long,

“Vintondale excited many of ug
early on and got us into an action
IT!UdL‘,“ Erﬂttd (;lﬂﬁﬁi}ﬂ.

“Afrer many strugples and failures
we are here together to celebrate the
start of this very important project.”

To initiate the beginning of con
struction, each attendee was asked ta
participate in the ceremony and was
given a whistle.

The patticipants blew their
whistles three times, reminiscent of
the company whistle that that oncg
called Vintondale workers to thd
mines

The third whistle was the signal

see “Construction” - page 3

AMD&ART appreciates the sup
port of our old and new partners, fof
allowing this growth and change.

- 'T. Allan Comp, Ph.1)
Fosrder) Historian
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