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Be prepared to see a lot
more activity going on at the
AMD&ART Park in Vintondale
in the up-coming months.  There
was a lot going on these past
months and the work continues
At the end of October new trees
were planted to replace the ones
lost in this summer�s drought.
Thank you to all those who
generously dontated their time to
replant the Litmus Garden.
In order to make the sight more
�user-friendly� weirs will be
placed between several of the
treatment ponds to enhance
measurement and understanding.
Our hope is that anyone inter-
ested will come and measure the
water flow on sight, but do not be
surprised if you see something
moving in the water since min-
nows have been placed in all
existing bodies of water on site to
control potential mosquito larvae.
Along with the weirs will be small
interpretive signs to identify tree
species in the Litmus Garden and
the Nature Trail. These features
can be utilized by visiting school
groups and educational work-
shops.  If  you are interested in
helping with any site project,
contact Bethany at 814-749-
7552, 814-539-5357, or write to
amdandart@amdandart.org.

NEWSLETTER

Newly completed AMD&ART Park recreational pavilion.
With funding from the United States Forest Service,

 the pavilion was constructed by the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 23.

Winter   2002/03
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  Education Center Open for Business!
This past summer the education center was thoroughly cleaned

and put in order by summer intern Laura Thomas.  The new Education
Coordinator, George M. Turner Jr. is busy putting the finishing touches to
the center.  Bookshelves are being filled, pictures hung and preparations
made to accommodate visiting students and educators.  The education
center is available to assist area teachers with their lesson plans and give
students more �hands on� learning. We also will host training weekends
for area schoolteachers to gather and discuss how they can best utilize the
education center and site.  The education center is a great way to take
children out of the classroom and let them experience science at work in
the world.  Science is not the limit, however, art and humanities classes
are also encouraged to come out to the site and learn how to take art and
humanities out of a studio and classroom setting and into the environ-
ment.  If you are interested in taking advantage of this great opportunity
in your school contact George Turner by telephone at 814-749-7552, 814-
539-5357 or e-mail him at amdandart@amdandart.org Atten George.



two

AMD&ART Welcomes New Staff

 AMD&ART Staff, left to right:  Founder:  Allan Comp,  AmeriCorps:
Emily Ruby, Roman Chiu, George Turner, Bethany James

 This summer OSM intern
Stephanie Troyan was hired
for the specific task of creat-
ing an interpretive plan of the
Vintondale reclamation site.

Not only did she design a
comprehensive updated site
map, but she also designed
several more specific maps

for different areas on site.  The
�Celebration Point� map will

be sent out to design students
across coal country for a
competition to design an

appropriate memorial for the
point where the treated acid
mine drainage re-enters the
Blacklick.  AMD&ART would

like to thank the Office of
Surface Mining and Stephanie

for all their help.

This September three new
AmeriCorps volunteers joined the
AMD&ART team.  The new team
members represent AMD&ART�s
commitment to an interdiscipli-
nary approach to AMD treatment.
Bethany James, a biologist, came
all the way from Kansas to be the
new Site Coordinator. She is a
recent graduate of Benedictine
College with a bachelor�s degree
in biology.  Over the summer
Bethany spent her time maintain-
ing 1,100 acres of upland prairies
and marshes in Eastern Kansas,
while also researching plant
biodiversity in Atchison, Kansas.
She will be working hard to put
the finishing touches on the
AMD&ART Park in Vintondale,
and she is always eager to have
volunteer help.

George Turner joins the

team as the AMD&ART Park
Education Center Coordinator.
He received his bachelor of fine
arts in painting from the Savannah
College of Art and Design.  As the
new Education Coordinator he
will put his artistic skills to work
reaching out to teachers across the
region.  He is anxious to talk to
area teachers and learn how he
can involve the Education Center
in their curriculum.  This past year
George spent his time working at
Adelphoi Village�s Greystone
house, a home for troubled youth
located in Jennerstown.

The third AmeriCorps
volunteer is Emily Ruby, a recent
graduate of Messiah College with
a bachelor�s degree in history.
Emily spent part of her summer
interning at the Frick  Art and
Historical Center in Pittsburgh
where she worked as assistant to
the Registrar.

As the Outreach Coordinator,
Emily will be working on the
newsletter and publicity, while
also utilizing her background in
history to provide on-site histori-
cal information about the town of
Vintondale, the Vinton Colliery
and the AMD&ART project.

Roman Chiu, a former
AmeriCorps volunteer for
AMD&ART, will be staying on
board till the end of this year
while he finishes up some projects
he has been working on over the
past year.  He will be utilizing his
skills in Industrial design and fine
arts to AMD&ART�s advantage
as he oversees several ongoing art
projects on site. One of his main
goals is to finish all the signage at
the Vintondale site and to update
the AMD&ART web site.



Questions? Read the Signs

 A curious biker on the Ghost Town trail will
now understand what he is looking at when riding past
the AMD&ART treatment park due to the brand new
signage along the trail that explain the passive treatment
system.  Signs also run along the Litmus Garden, around
the pavilion area, and near the coke oven foundations.
This is only the beginning, as more informative signs
along the nature trail are being added to the 20 signs
already in place.

These signs were created with funding from the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Growing Greener Grant.  The signs are designed by
Roman Chiu, printed by I-zone and installed by Zurenda
Builders.  They are mounted on foundations of  stone
block found on site during the excavation process.

Roman is also in the processs of designing
entrance signs to be displayed at each end of the park
and the recreation area.  These signs will contain a site
map and images that visually describe the site.

AMD&ART hopes that the signs will be an
effective teaching tool to those intersted in the site and
that they will help spread the message of passive AMD
treatment systems around coal country.

Site Happenings

There are many new and ongoing projects happening on site this year.  We are currently putting the
finishing touches on the trailside of the litmus garden.  Over the past month,with much appreciated help from
Frank Hanchar, Hanchar Superior Trees; Bobby Garvis, Vintondale resident; Greystone house of  Adelphoi and
Dr. Dick Lee, Army Corps of  Engineers, all the new trees have been planted along the Ghost Town Trail.  Frank
helped identify and deliver trees, Bobby dug holes for more than 50 trees, Greystone planted most of the trees
and dug quite a few holes while they were at it.  Dr. Lee provided us with more than 20 cubic yards worth of
material to manufacture soil to plant the trees.  The soil is made up of  a compost, biosolids, dredge, and fertil-
izer mix. We added lime to the bony that came out of  the hole then mixed a 1:1 ratio of  bony/lime mix to the
manufactured soil to produce a great medium for excellent tree growth.  There were some places where the bony
was so tightly compacted that the only way to dig a hole was with a backhoe, then  more �good� dirt was added
to such holes to ensure ultimate survivorship of  the trees.  Sign plates are also in the design stages so that each
band of  native trees and shrubs will be easy to identify.

Full access to the recreation area is in the works, the road and parking area will be constructed this
winter and ready when we put the soccer field in this spring. This winter we are doing lots of  planning work to
be able to take off  at a running start in the spring. Some of  the projects include seeding the treatment system
slopes, improving the nature trail, and adding signs, as well as improvements that need to be made on the
system.

There are always small projects that need to be done, if you would like to help or know of anyone that
would, please contact Bethany James, our Site Coordinator (814-539-5357).  This would be a great community
service project for groups such as Schools, Scouts and National Honor Society.

 An informative sign along the Ghost Town Trail.  One of
Twenty signs that can be currently found on sight.



A Note from the Founder
   T. Allan Comp, Ph.D               New Beginnings, Again and Again

Once again, AMD&ART is fortunate in finding yet another generation of  talented and determined AmeriCorps
Members to carry on a tradition of  service that now extends back nearly ten years.  We�ve built a regional model
that can be sustained by many in engaging our AmeriCorps Members, a model for low-cost and highly effective
project support, for deep community engagement, and for fresh insight and perspective as each new generation of
AmeriCorps finds its feet and brings its special skills to AMD&ART.

Our new AmeriCorps Members are described elsewhere, but I want to focus on the success of those past.  Largely
because of  the past efforts of  generations of  AmeriCorps with AMD&ART, there is now a 28-member VISTA
team working for individual watershed groups in coal country, actually across 5 states.  The contacts, the experi-
ence and the confidence to assemble this team came directly from AMD&ART and its long history of direct
service to the community.  Thanks to those past generations of  loyal and determined AmeriCorps Members, there
are now 28 new places enjoying the services and support of  people just like our new AmeriCorps.

Perhaps even more significant, there are two new AMD&ART projects now growing in coal country, again be-
cause of  our direct success in making AMD&ART happen with very low costs.  In Murray City, Ohio, the Monday
Creek Project is working with the community to turn an old ball field into an AMD&ART park, one that includes
AMD treatment, recreation and interpretation.  In Wise, Virginia, actually on the campus of the University of
Virginia�s College at Wise, the AMD&ART model is helping to create a large wetlands AMD treatment system
that will include nature walks, performance spaces for dancers, an interpretive program that brings history back to
this campus spot (once a strip mine) and more.  It�s collaboration between the Arts and Science faculties and
several local agencies, all of them inspired by AMD&ART in Vintondale, Pennsylvania.

As we start with a new generation of AmeriCorps Members and a new set of challenges in completing the
AMD&ART site, it�s inspiring to me to look back and see just how much we have accomplished and how many
we have inspired.  To me, that is our deepest connection to past generations in coal country.  TAC

 The boys of  the Greystone House of Adelphoi , located  in
Jennerstown, working hard to plant  trees before  winter  sets in

at  the AMD&ART Vintondale site.
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AMD&ART in the News
* Civil Engineering Magazine featured a two-page spread on the Vintondale site, which highlighted the innovative
approach that the AMD&ART design team took towards the construction of  their passive treatment system as
something to be celebrated rather then hidden away.  The article focused on the actual engineering of  the treat-
ment ponds and specifically mentioned the vertical flow construction of  pond five. This article can be found in
the August 2002 issue, volume 72, number 8.

* The Alliance of Artists Communities published a narrative report on their �Future of Creativity� symposium,
which featured an article based on a speech by Allan Comp. The Alliance symposium happens once every five
years, and the AMD&ART Park in Vintondale was one of  only six communities chosen in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The symposium was interested in original ideas for taking art out of  the studio and into the community.
Allan Comp addressed how AMD&ART has taken practical steps to implement this idea at the Vintondale site.
Symposium speaker Nicholas Rabkin noted, �The lesson of  . . . Vintondale again is that our definition of art is
just to small and constrained  . . . It can matter to more people. It can address larger problems.�

*  Ecovention, an �artist-initiated project,� that aims to transform local ecologies through a multi-disciplinary
approach, which stresses community involvement, featured an AMD&ART piece in their most recent exhibit at
the Cleveland Museum of Art.  AMD&ART was highlighted because of their original approach to passive treat-
ment systems and because of  the wide collaboration between various disciplines. The article claimed, �this
[AMD&ART] could serve as a model program to revitalize other river valleys in Appalachia.�

*   Greenworks.tv, a web site committed to showing that �real people are making a difference to protect our
environment,� will be featuring an article on the AMD&ART Park.  Writer and photographer Dan Simeon from
Greenworks came on site to take photographs and interview several people from AMD&ART and the Vintondale
community. Look for his article on-line at www.greenworks.tv.

*  The international art exhibit Documenta11, which has been operating since 1955, had its most recent show in
Kassal, Germany. The exhibit, which featured a piece on AMD&ART, was displayed from June 8 through Sep-
tember 15th.  While only landscape designer Julie Bargmann and artist Stacy Levy were recognized in the exhibit
materials, it was a great honor for AMD&ART to receive such recognition, and a testimony to the hard work of
the entire AMD&ART team and their commitment to the project.
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History Revisited

AMD&ART is committed to an interdisci-
plinary approach to AMD remediation.  Not only

do we want to clean up the water affected by
AMD, but we also desire to reconnect the com-

munity to its proud past.  The town of Vintondale
has a rich historical heritage and a valuable story
to tell.  Emily Ruby, the Outreach Coordinator,

will be working on bringing the history of Vinton-
dale and the Vinton Colliery to the Education

Center and to the AMD&ART web site.  She is
very interested in industrial and post-industrial
history and Vintondale�s community history and
contemporary perspectives.  If  you would like to
speak with Emily or have information you think
she might be interested in do not hesitate to call

her at 814-539-5357, or write to
amdandart@amdandart.org.

Image is Everything

The Mine Portal/Great Map project planned for
the entrance to mine #6 is in the works.  The search is

on for the right image to be etched on the full-scale
granite portal entrance.  The late Julies Morey, a resi-
dent of Vintondale, had film footage of the Vinton
Colliery, which AMD&ART hopes to use to find the

right image for the entrance.  The footage now belongs
to Mr. Morey�s daughter who is more than willing to

help AMD&ART find the footage and the right image.
We hope to find a clear image of  men going in and out

of the mine so that the men memoralized on the granite
are actual men from Vintondale.  Work is also progress-
ing on the Portal Platform mosaic, which will be a 15 by

25 foot map of the site based on the original 1928
Sanborn map.  Allan Comp, Peter Richards, Roman

Chiu and George M. Turner are working on finding the
right artist and materials to get the job done.
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Strap On Your Shin Guards!

Thanks to some
good catch up choreogra-
phy by Allan Comp, the
AMD&ART Park soccer
field is back on track.
With the collaboration of
the United States Soccer
Foundation, the U.S.
Army Corps of  Engi-
neers, Waste Manage-
ment Inc., the commu-
nity of  Vintondale and AMD&ART, the soccer field will be up and
running this summer. Work is scheduled to begin early this spring so
make sure you are ready.  A highschool regulation
size soccer field will be built with the collaboration of  all these groups.
AMD&ART would like to specifically thank Dr. Dick Lee from the
Army Corps and Brad Minemyer from  Laurel Highlands Landfill for
their continued and vital support of this project.  As soon as the field is
done we look forward to everyone taking full advantage of it along with
the newly completed pavilion.
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